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World War II forced extensive and comprehensive social and political changes on nations across the globe.
This comparative examination of health insurance in the United States and Japan during and after the war
explores how World War II shaped the health care systems of both countries.

To compare the development of health insurance in the two countries, Takakazu Yamagishi discusses the
impact of total war on four factors: political structure, interest group politics, political culture, and policy
feedback. During World War II, the U.S. and Japanese governments realized that healthy soldiers, workers,
mothers, and children were vital to national survival. While both countries adopted new, expansive national
insurance policies as part of their mobilization efforts, they approached doing so in different ways and
achieved near-opposite results. In the United States, private insurance became the predominant means of
insuring people, save for a few government-run programs. Japan, meanwhile, created a near-universal, public
insurance system. After the war, their different policy paths were consolidated. Yamagishi argues that these
disparate outcomes were the result of each nation's respective war experience. He looks closely at postwar
Japan and investigates how political struggles between the American occupation authority and U.S. domestic
forces, such as the American Medical Association, helped solidify the existing Japanese health insurance
system.

Original and tightly argued, this volume makes a strong case for treating total war as a central factor in
understanding how the health insurance systems of the two nations grew, while bearing in mind the dual
nature of government intervention -- however slight -- in health care. Those interested in debates about
health care in Japan, the United States, and other countries, and especially scholars of comparative political
development, will appreciate and learn from Yamagishi's study.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Rivera:

This War and Health Insurance Policy in Japan and the United States: World War II to Postwar
Reconstruction are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of
this War and Health Insurance Policy in Japan and the United States: World War II to Postwar
Reconstruction can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this War and Health Insurance Policy in Japan and the United States: World
War II to Postwar Reconstruction forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Sharon McMichael:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name War and Health
Insurance Policy in Japan and the United States: World War II to Postwar Reconstruction suitable to you?
The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled War and Health Insurance Policy in
Japan and the United States: World War II to Postwar Reconstructionis the one of several books that
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Joseph Mack:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this War and
Health Insurance Policy in Japan and the United States: World War II to Postwar Reconstruction.

Andrea Quirk:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks



have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the
book War and Health Insurance Policy in Japan and the United States: World War II to Postwar
Reconstruction we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must
love to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with this book War and Health Insurance Policy in Japan and the United States: World War
II to Postwar Reconstruction. You can more appealing than now.
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