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In The Gestural Origin of Language, Sherman Wilcox and David Armstrong use evidence from and about
sign languages to explore the origins of language as we know it today. According to their model, it is sign,
not spoken languages, that is the original mode of human communication.

The authors demonstrate that modern language is derived from practical actions and gestures that were
increasingly recognized as having the potential to represent, and hence to communicate. In other words, the
fundamental ability that allows us to use language is our ability to use pictures or icons, rather than linguistic
symbols. Evidence from the human fossil record supports the authors' claim by showing that we were
anatomically able to produce gestures and signs before we were able to speak fluently. Although speech
evolved later as a secondary linguistic communication device that eventually replaced sign language as the
primary mode of communication, speech has never entirely replaced signs and gestures.

As the first comprehensive attempt to trace the origin of grammar to gesture, this volume will be an
invaluable resource for students and professionals in psychology, linguistics, and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hart:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives
on Deafness) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Joseph Southard:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Gestural
Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Joyce Pippin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Gestural Origin of Language
(Perspectives on Deafness) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Lee Fuller:

This The Gestural Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) is new way for you who has attention to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Gestural
Origin of Language (Perspectives on Deafness) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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