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Power in the Portrayal unveils a fresh and vital perspective on power relations in eleventh- and twelfth-
century Muslim Spain as reflected in historical and literary texts of the period. Employing the methods of the
new historical literary study in looking at a range of texts, Ross Brann reveals the paradoxical relations
between the Andalusi Muslim and Jewish elites in an era when long periods of tolerance and respect were
punctuated by outbreaks of tension and hostility.

The examined Arabic texts reveal a fragmented perception of the Jew in eleventh-century al-Andalus. They
depict seemingly contradictory figures at whose poles are an intelligent, skilled, and noble Jew deserving of
homage and a vile, stupid, and fiendish enemy of God and Islam. For their part, the Hebrew and Judeo-
Arabic texts display a deep-seated reluctance to portray Muslims in any light at all. Brann cogently
demonstrates that these representations of Jews and Muslims--each of which is concerned with issues of
sovereignty and the exercise of power--reflect the shifting, fluctuating, and ambivalent relations between
elite members of two of the ethno-religious communities of al-Andalus.

Brann's accessible prose is enriched by his splendid translations; the original texts are also included. This
book is the first to study the construction of social meaning in Andalusi Arabic, Judeo-Arabic, and Hebrew
literary texts and historical chronicles. The novel approach illuminates nuances of respect, disinterest,
contempt, and hatred reflected in the relationship between Muslims and Jews in medieval Spain.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Glover:

The book Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century
Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) will bring one to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Power in the Portrayal:
Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Tara Wilson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Power in the Portrayal: Representations of
Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Power in the
Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) as good book not merely by the cover but
also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kathleen Bonds:

Beside this specific Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-
Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in
Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!

Jason Braden:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up



being rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Power in the Portrayal:
Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) as well as others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge.
In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and
Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient
to the Modern World) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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