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At the center of this book lies a fundamental yet unanswered question: under which historical and
sociological conditions and in what manner the Hebrew Bible became an authoritative tradition, that is, holy
scripture and the canon of Judaism as well as Christianity. Reinhard G. Kratz answers this very question by
distinguishing between historical and biblical Israel. This foundational and, for the arrangement of the book,
crucial distinction affirms that the Israel
of biblical tradition, i.e. the sacred history (historia sacra) of the Hebrew Bible, cannot simply be equated
with the history of Israel and Judah. Thus, Kratz provides a synthesis of both the Israelite and Judahite
history and the genesis and development of biblical tradition in two separate
chapters, though each area depends directly and inevitably upon the other. These two distinct perspectives on
Israel are then confronted and correlated in a third chapter, which constitutes an area intimately connected
with the former but generally overlooked apart from specialized inquiries: those places and "archives" that
either yielded Jewish documents and manuscripts (Elephantine, Al-Yahudu, Qumran) or are associated
conspicuously with the tradition of the Hebrew Bible (Mount Gerizim,
Jerusalem, Alexandria). Here, the various epigraphic and literary evidence for the history of Israel and Judah
comes to the fore. Such evidence sometimes represents Israel's history; at other times it reflects its traditions;
at still others it reflects both simultaneously. The different sources point to
different types of Judean or Jewish identity in Persian and Hellenistic times.
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From reader reviews:

David Butler:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Historical
and Biblical Israel: The History, Tradition, and Archives of Israel and Judah book as beginner and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Michael Crew:

This Historical and Biblical Israel: The History, Tradition, and Archives of Israel and Judah are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Historical and Biblical
Israel: The History, Tradition, and Archives of Israel and Judah can be one of many great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Historical and Biblical Israel: The History, Tradition,
and Archives of Israel and Judah giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Harrison Colon:

The publication with title Historical and Biblical Israel: The History, Tradition, and Archives of Israel and
Judah has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind
of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Regina Nichols:

The book untitled Historical and Biblical Israel: The History, Tradition, and Archives of Israel and Judah
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice learn.
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