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In The Work of Self-Representation Ivy Schweitzer examines early American poetry through the critical lens
of gender. Her concern is not the inclusion of female writers into the canon; rather, she analyzes how the
metaphors of "woman" and "feminine" function in Puritan religious and literary discourse to represent both
the "otherness" of spiritual experience and the ways in which race and class function to keep the "other" in
marginalized positions.

Schwetizer argues that gender was for seventeenth-century new England -- and still is today -- a basic and
most politically charged metaphor for the differences that shape identity and determine cultural position. To
glimpse the struggle between gender ideology and experience, Schweitzer provides close readings of the
poetry of four New Englanders writing between the Great Migration and the first wave of the Great
Awakening: John Fiske, Edward Taylor, Anne Bradstreet, and Roger Williams.

Schweitzer focuses exclusively on lyric poetry, she says, because a first-person speaker wrestling with the
intricacies of individual consciousness provides fruitful ground for exploring the politics of voice and
identity and especially problems of authority, intertextuality, and positionality. Fiske and Taylor define the
orthodox tradition, and Bradstreet and Williams in different ways challenge it. Her treatment of the familiar
poetry of Bradstreet and Taylor is solidly grounded in historical and literary scholarship yet suggestive of the
new insights gained from a gender analysis, while discussions of Fiske and Williams bring their little-known
lyric work to light.

Taken together, these poets' texts illustrate the cultural construction of a troubled masculinity and an
idealized, effaced femininity implicit in the Puritan notion of redeemed subjectivity, and constitute a
profoundly disturbing and resilient part of our Puritan legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Work
of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and American Culture) book as nice
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jean Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Work of Self-Representation:
Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and American Culture) e-book written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still question The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and
American Culture) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Leonard Dail:

You can get this The Work of Self-Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and
American Culture) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Blanche Ball:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Work of Self-Representation:
Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and American Culture) or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring



their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes The Work of Self-
Representation: Lyric Poetry in Colonial New England (Gender and American Culture) to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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