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Rick and William Ayers renew their challenge to teachers to teach initiative, to teach imagination, to “teach
the taboo” in the new edition of this bestseller. Drawing from a lifetime of deep commitment to students,
teaching, and social justice, the authors update their powerful critique of schooling and present classroom
stories of everyday teachers grappling with many of today’s hotly debated issues. They invite educators to
live a teaching life of questioning—to imagine classrooms where every established and received bit of
wisdom, common sense, orthodoxy, and dogma is open for examination, interrogation, and
rethinking. Teaching the Taboo, Second Edition is an insightful guide to effective pedagogy and essential
reading for anyone looking to evolve as an educator.

What’s new for the second edition of Teaching the Taboo!

A deeper exploration of issues of white privilege and racism and war and peace.●

A more thorough examination of the problems with math and science education, including possible●

solutions.
An expanded exploration of the importance of creative writing for validating individual and community●

experiences.
A more thorough discussion of Freire’s work and comparison to the radical teaching projects of African●

American activists in the south during the Freedom Schools. 
An in-depth look at how students can be part of co-constructing historical narratives and analyses.●

An update on school struggles in Atlanta, Chicago, and Seattle.●

Praise for the first edition of Teaching the Taboo!
“For those frustrated by the thrust of educational 'reform'…this book provides what can be described as both
a challenge and a set of alternatives.”
—Education Review

“Drawing from a lifetime of deep thinking about education and courageous commitment to precious
students, Rick and William Ayers have given us a marvelous book. Their devastating critique of the
pervasive market models in education and their powerful defense of democratic forms of imagination in
schools are so badly needed in our present-day crisis!”
—Cornel West, Princeton University

“Teaching the Taboo is provocative, challenging, funny in places, wild but sensible enough to be useful,
inspiring, and practical for educators who are working to negate the educational madness that is infecting the
schools.”
—Herb Kohl, author of 36 Children and Painting Chinese

Rick Ayers is a university instructor and founder of the Communication Arts and Sciences small school at
Berkeley High School, and teaches at the University of San Francisco. William Ayers is a school reform
activist and a Distinguished Professor of Education and Senior University Scholar at the University of
Illinois at Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Teaching the Taboo: Courage and Imagination in the Classroom, Second
Edition.

Irene Vaughan:

The book Teaching the Taboo: Courage and Imagination in the Classroom, Second Edition can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Teaching the Taboo: Courage and Imagination in the Classroom, Second Edition? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Teaching the Taboo: Courage and Imagination in the
Classroom, Second Edition has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Walter Crouse:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Teaching the Taboo: Courage and Imagination in the Classroom, Second Edition.

Terrance Oneal:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Teaching the Taboo: Courage and
Imagination in the Classroom, Second Edition book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
doubt Teaching the Taboo: Courage and Imagination in the Classroom, Second Edition as good book not
only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its



cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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