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Michael J. Shapiro’s writings have been innovatory with respect to the phenomena he has taken to be
political, and the concomitant array of methods that he has brilliantly mastered. This book draws from his
vast output of articles, chapters and books to provide a thematic yet integrated account of his boundary-
crossing innovations in political theory and masterly contributions to our understanding of methods in the
social sciences. The editors have focused on work in three key areas:

Discourse

Shapiro was one of the first theorists to demonstrate convincingly, and in a manner that has had a long-
standing impact on the field, that language is not epiphenomenal to politics. Indeed, he shows that language
is constitutive of politics. From his frequently-cited article on metaphor from the early 1980s to recent work
on discourse and globalization, Shapiro has shown that politics happens not only with and through the use of
language, but within discourse as a material practice.

Culture

Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba’s (1963) famous work on ‘The Civic Culture’ established a long-held but
ultimately counterproductive relationship between culture and politics, one in which culture is an
independent variable that has effects on politics. Samuel Huntington’s (1998) (in)famous polemic, ‘The
Clash of Civilizations’, only pushes this relationship to its breaking point. Shapiro’s rich and numerous
writings on culture provide a powerful and important antidote to this approach, as Shapiro consistently
shows (across wide-ranging contexts) that politics is in culture and culture is in politics, and no politically
salient approach to culture can afford to turn either term into a causal variable.

Violence

While violence is surely not a theme foreign to political studies, no one has done more or better work in
contemporary political theory to bring violence into play as a central term of political thought and to expand
our understanding of violence. By reconceptualizing and reinterpreting this term, Shapiro’s work has helped
us to rethink the very boundaries between political theory and international relations as putatively separate
subfields of political science. And it explains why both political theorists interested in International Relations
and International Relations scholars concerned with a broader understanding of international politics must



both start with Shapiro’s work as required reading.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

This Michael J. Shapiro: Discourse, Culture, Violence (Routledge Innovators in Political Theory) are reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Michael J. Shapiro: Discourse,
Culture, Violence (Routledge Innovators in Political Theory) can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Michael J. Shapiro: Discourse,
Culture, Violence (Routledge Innovators in Political Theory) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Donna Wright:

Precisely why? Because this Michael J. Shapiro: Discourse, Culture, Violence (Routledge Innovators in
Political Theory) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Eun Christensen:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Michael J. Shapiro:
Discourse, Culture, Violence (Routledge Innovators in Political Theory) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Michael J. Shapiro: Discourse, Culture, Violence (Routledge Innovators in Political Theory) become
your current starter.

Eugene Howard:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Michael J. Shapiro: Discourse,
Culture, Violence (Routledge Innovators in Political Theory) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you



can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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