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The German filmmaker Alexander Kluge has long promoted cinema’s relationship with the goals of human
emancipation. Jean-Luc Godard and Filipino director Kidlat Tahimik also believe in cinema’s ability to bring
about what Theodor W. Adorno once called a “redeemed world,” even in the face of new cultural and
technological challenges. In three groundbreaking essays, Christopher Pavsek showcases these utopian
visions, drawing attention to their strengths, weaknesses, and undeniable impact on film’s political evolution.

Pavsek approaches Godard, Tahimik, and Kluge as thinkers first, situating their films within debates over
social revolution, utopian ideals, and the unrealized potential of utopian thought and action. He replays the
battle these artists waged against Hollywood interests, the seduction of other digital media, and the
privileging of mass entertainment over cinema’s progressive, revolutionary roots. He discusses Godard’s
early work, Alphaville (1965), against his later films, Germany Year 90 Nine-Zero (1991) and JLG/JLG:
Self-portrait in December (1994), and conducts the first scholarly reading of Film Socialisme (2010) and its
new form of utopian optimism. He considers Tahimik’s virtually unknown masterpiece, I Am Furious
Yellow (1981–1991), along with his major works, Perfumed Nightmare (1977) and Turumba (1983), in
which he calls on the anticolonial impulses of his native Philippines to resist Western commodity culture;
and he constructs a dialogue between Kluge’s earliest films, Brutality in Stone (1961) and Yesterday Girl
(1965), and his later The Assault of the Present on the Rest of Time (1985) and Fruits of Trust (2009), noting
a utopianism deeply indebted to Marx and Adorno yet designed to appeal to modern sensibilities. In the
thwarted ambitions, disappointed hopes, and thrilling experiments of these forward-thinking filmmakers,
Pavsek reinforces an important chapter in the history of film and its relevance to political filmmaking today.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

The book The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film and Culture
Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in
Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film and Culture Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film
and Culture Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look
the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Greenblatt:

The e-book with title The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film and
Culture Series) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read
this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Cecil Hardin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for you is The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and
Tahimik (Film and Culture Series) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
That's why this book suited all of you.

Aletha Bassett:

Beside this specific The Utopia of Film: Cinema and Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film and
Culture Series) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information.
The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Utopia of Film: Cinema and
Its Futures in Godard, Kluge, and Tahimik (Film and Culture Series) because this book offers to you



personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book
along with read it from right now!
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