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Solomon Schechter (1847–1915), the charismatic leader of New York’s Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS),
came to America in 1902 intent on revitalizing traditional Judaism. While he advocated a return to traditional
practices, Schechter articulated no clear position on divisive issues, instead preferring to focus on similarities
that could unite American Jewry under a broad message. Michael R. Cohen demonstrates how Schechter,
unable to implement his vision on his own, turned to his disciples, rabbinical students and alumni of JTS, to
shape his movement. By midcentury, Conservative Judaism had become the largest American Jewish
grouping in the United States, guided by Schechter’s disciples and their continuing efforts to embrace
diversity while eschewing divisive debates.

Yet Conservative Judaism’s fluid boundaries also proved problematic for the movement, frustrating many
rabbis who wanted a single platform to define their beliefs. Cohen demonstrates how a legacy of tension
between diversity and boundaries now lies at the heart of Conservative Judaism’s modern struggle for
relevance. His analysis explicates four key claims: that Conservative Judaism’s clergy, not its laity or
Seminary, created and shaped the movement; that diversity was—and still is—a crucial component of the
success and failure of new American religions; that the Conservative movement’s contemporary struggle for
self-definition is tied to its origins; and that the porous boundaries between Orthodox, Conservative, and
Reform Judaism reflect the complexity of the American Jewish landscape—a fact that Schechter and his
disciples keenly understood. Rectifying misconceptions in previous accounts of Conservative Judaism’s
emergence, Cohen’s study initiates a fresh encounter with a truly American religious phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Ratliff:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for us. The book The Birth of Conservative Judaism: Solomon
Schechter's Disciples and the Creation of an American Religious Movement was making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The publication The Birth of Conservative Judaism: Solomon Schechter's Disciples and the Creation of an
American Religious Movement is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while
using book The Birth of Conservative Judaism: Solomon Schechter's Disciples and the Creation of an
American Religious Movement. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Anthony Alfaro:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Birth
of Conservative Judaism: Solomon Schechter's Disciples and the Creation of an American Religious
Movement is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

George Miller:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. The Birth of Conservative Judaism: Solomon Schechter's Disciples and the Creation of an
American Religious Movement can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

Orville Hightower:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Birth of Conservative Judaism: Solomon
Schechter's Disciples and the Creation of an American Religious Movement can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Birth of Conservative Judaism: Solomon



Schechter's Disciples and the Creation of an American Religious Movement.
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