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When Finland gained its independence from Russia in 1917, the country had not had a military for almost
two decades. The ensuing creation of a new national conscript army aroused intense but conflicting emotions
among the Finns. This book examines how a modern conscript army, born out of a civil war, had to struggle
through social, cultural and political minefields to find popular acceptance. Exploring the ways that images
of manhood were used in the controversies, it reveals the conflicts surrounding compulsory military service
in a democratic society and the compromises made as the new nation had to develop the will and skill to
defend itself.

Through the lens of masculinity, another picture of conscription emerges, offering new understandings of
why military service was resisted and supported, dreaded and celebrated in Finnish society. Intertwined with
the story of the making of the military runs the story of how manhood was made and remade through the
idealized images and real-life experiences of conscripted soldiers.

Placing interwar Finland within a broad European context, the book traces the origins of competing military
traditions and ideological visions of modern male citizenship back to their continental origins. It contributes
to the need for studies on the impact of the Great War on masculinities and constructions of gender among
military cultures in the peacetime period between the two world wars.
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Manhood and the Making of the Military: Conscription,
Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Manhood and the Making of the
Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ernestine Pagan:

The feeling that you get from Manhood and the Making of the Military: Conscription, Military Service and
Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Manhood and the Making of the Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-
39 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Manhood and the Making of the
Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 instantly.

Dennis Sellers:

The reserve untitled Manhood and the Making of the Military: Conscription, Military Service and
Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Manhood and the
Making of the Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Carl Harber:

Exactly why? Because this Manhood and the Making of the Military: Conscription, Military Service and
Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating



having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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