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When the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act became law in 1996, the
architects of welfare reform celebrated what they called the new "consensus" on welfare: that cash assistance
should be temporary and contingent on recipients' seeking and finding employment. However, assessments
about the assumptions and consequences of this radical change to the nation's social safety net were actually
far more varied and disputed than the label "consensus" suggests.

By examining the varied realities and accountings of welfare restructuring, Stretched Thin looks back at a
critical moment of policy change and suggests how welfare policy in the United States can be changed to
better address the needs of poor families and the nation. Using ethnographic observations, in-depth
interviews with poor families and welfare workers, survey data tracking more than 750 families over two
years, and documentary evidence, Sandra Morgen, Joan Acker, and Jill Weigt question the validity of claims
that welfare reform has been a success. They show how poor families, welfare workers, and welfare
administrators experienced and assessed welfare reform differently based on gender, race, class, and their
varying positions of power and control within the welfare state.

The authors document the ways that, despite the dramatic drop in welfare rolls, low-wage jobs and
inadequate social supports left many families struggling in poverty. Revealing how the neoliberal principles
of a drastically downsized welfare state and individual responsibility for economic survival were
implemented through policies and practices of welfare provision and nonprovision, the authors conclude
with new recommendations for reforming welfare policy to reduce poverty, promote economic security, and
foster shared prosperity.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Lee:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Stretched Thin: Poor Families,
Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Bernice Bland:

Here thing why that Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and
Welfare Reform giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform in e-book can be your substitute.

Warren Cruz:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform
this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.

Delmar Stingley:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and
Welfare Reform was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Stretched Thin:
Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book



to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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