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What can neighborhood baseball tell us about class and gender cultures, urban change, and the ways that
communities value public space? Through a close exploration of a boys’ baseball league in a gentrifying
neighborhood of Philadelphia, sociologist Sherri Grasmuck reveals the accommodations and tensions that
characterize multicultural encounters in contemporary American public life. Based on years of ethnographic
observation and interviews with children, parents, and coaches, Protecting Home offers an analysis of the
factors that account for racial accommodation in a space that was previously known for racial conflict and
exclusion. Grasmuck argues that the institutional arrangements and social characteristics of children’s
baseball create a cooperative environment for the negotiation of social, cultural, and class differences.

Chapters explore coaching styles, parental involvement, institutional politics, parent-child relations, and
children’s experiences. Grasmuck identifies differences in the ways that the mostly white, working-class
“old-timers” and the racially diverse, professional newcomers relate to the neighborhood. These distinctions
reflect a competing sense of cultural values related to individual responsibility toward public space, group
solidarity, appropriate masculine identities, and how best to promote children’s interests—a contrast between
“hierarchical communalism” and “child-centered individualism.”

Through an innovative combination of narrative approaches, this book succeeds both in capturing the
immediacy of boys’ interaction at the playing field and in contributing to sophisticated theoretical debates in
urban studies, the sociology of childhood, and masculinity studies.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Puccio:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Protecting Home. Try to make book Protecting Home as your
pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Tom Copper:

The book Protecting Home can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a very important thing like a book Protecting Home? Several of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Protecting Home has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce Tower:

Why? Because this Protecting Home is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

William Bell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Protecting Home why because the amazing cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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