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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Paderborn, 31 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Despite the ferocious anti-racism of
his early works, Himes is best known and appreciated for his detective stories. Whereas these were very
successful especially in Europe, the bitterness of his first books did not find approval at first. His short
stories, however, were popular enough to sell mostly to black newspapers and magazines but also to Esquire.
The stories treated in this paper were published posthumously in the anthology The Collected Stories of
Chester Himes. These short stories, written between 1933 and 1978, deal with themes ranging from women
and poverty to life in prison, war, and, above all, racism. Some of them could be considered semi-
autobiographical. They are Himes’ way of dealing with his situation as a black American in a white
segregationist society and reflect his anger and hopelessness.
This paper will concentrate on two short stories treating the subject of racism against African Americans
which is omnipresent in Himes’ works. Whereas in “All God’s Chillun Got Pride” Himes emphasizes that
the inferiority of blacks is not a natural phenomenon but a tradition forcibly imposed on them by the whites,
“Rufus Jones” is a bitter-sweet humorous attempt to unveil the absurdity of racial stereotypes. To understand
the bitterness and cynicism of Himes’ short stories it is necessary both to recall the historical developments
that influenced them and to look at the author’s biography. Therefore, I will first introduce a short historical
and biographical overview, to then focus on the selected short stories and finally sum up the outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

The particular book Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between black and
white Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Learning the difference between black and
white: The racial struggle between black and white Americans as represented in a selection of Chester
Himes' short stories is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Ross Larson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Learning the difference between black and
white: The racial struggle between black and white Americans as represented in a selection of Chester
Himes' short stories, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

April Baker:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle
between black and white Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories can make
you really feel more interested to read.

Jessie Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you



knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between black and white Americans as
represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories.
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