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Insistence of the Material engages with recent theories of materiality and biopolitics to provide a radical
reinterpretation of experimental fiction in the second half of the twentieth century. In contrast to readings
that emphasize the metafictional qualities of these works, Christopher Breu examines this literature’s focus
on the material conditions of everyday life, from the body to built environments, and from ecosystems to
economic production.

In Insistence of the Material, Breu rethinks contemporary understandings of biopolitics, affirming the
importance of forms of materiality that refuse full socialization and resist symbolic manipulation. Breu
considers a range of novels that reflect questions of materiality in a biopolitical era, including William
Burroughs’s Naked Lunch, Thomas Pynchon’s V., J. G. Ballard’s Crash, Dodie Bellamy’s The Letters of
Mina Harker, and Leslie Marmon Silko’s Almanac of the Dead. Drawing from accounts of the emergence of
immaterial production and biopolitics by Michel Foucault, Giorgio Agamben, Roberto Esposito, and Michael
Hardt and Antonio Negri, Breu reveals the confrontational dimensions of materiality itself in a world
devoted to the idea of its easy malleability and transcendence.

Taking his analysis beyond the boundaries of literature, Breu argues that both materiality and subjectivity
form sites of resistance to biopolitical control and that new developments in materialist theory advance a
conception of social existence in which materiality—rather than language or culture—is the central term.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of
Biopolitics has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of
Biopolitics is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
while using book Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics. You never sense lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Jeffrey Spencer:

The e-book with title Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Michelle Fulk:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read
is actually Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics.

Jose Pina:

Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Insistence of the Material: Literature in the Age of Biopolitics but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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