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This eloquent, streetwise book is a paean to America's Rust Belt and a compelling exploration of four
milieus caught up in agreat transformation of city life. With loving attention to detail and a fine sense of
historical context, Carlo Rotella explores women's boxing in Erie, Pennsylvania; Buddy Guy and the blues
scene in Chicago; police work and crime storiesin New Y ork City, especially as they converged in the
making of the movie The French Connection; and attempts at urban renewal in the classic mill city of
Brockton, Massachusetts. Navigating through accrued layers of cultural, economic, and personal history,
Rotella shows how stories of city life can be found in a boxing match, a guitar solo, a chase scene in amovie,
or alandscape. The stories he tells dramatize the coming of the postindustrial erain places once defined by
their factories, a sweeping set of changes that has remade the form and meaning of American urbanism.

A native of the Rust Belt whose own life resonates with these stories, Rotella has gone to the home turfs of
his characters, hanging out in boxing gyms and blues clubs, riding along with cops and moviemakers,
discussing the future of Brockton with avisionary artist and a pitbull-fancying janitor who both plan to save
the city's soul. These people make culture with their hands, and hands become an expressive metaphor for
Rotella as he traces the links between their individual talents and the urban scenes in which they flourish. His
writing elegantly connects what happens on the street to the larger story of urban transformation, especially
the shift from away of life that demanded individuals be "good with their hands' to one that depends on the
intellectual and social skills fostered by formal education and service work.

Strong feelings emerge in this book about what has been lost and gained in the long, slow aging-out of the

industrial city. But Rotella's journey through the streets has its ultimate reward in discovering deep-rooted
instances of what he calls "truth and beauty in the Rust Belt."
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From reader reviews:
Omar Yoder:

Now aday folks who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen,
and Other Characters from the Rust Belt book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Eleanor Walker:

The experience that you get from Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the
Rust Belt is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Good with Their Hands: Boxers,
Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book
iswell-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt
instantly.

LidiaMgia:

This book untitled Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit ontoit. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your
list.

Karen Bergeron:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Good with Their Hands: Boxers,
Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Thusthere are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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