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In the midst of China’s post-Mao market reforms, the old status hierarchy is collapsing. Who will determine
what will take its place? In Creating Market Socialism, the sociologist Carolyn L. Hsu demonstrates the
central role of ordinary people—rather than state or market elites—in creating new institutions for
determining status in China. Hsu explores the emerging hierarchy, which is based on the concept of suzhi, or
quality. In suzhi ideology, human capital and educational credentials are the most important measures of
status and class position. Hsu reveals how, through their words and actions, ordinary citizens decide what
jobs or roles within society mark individuals with suzhi, designating them “quality people.”

Hsu’s ethnographic research, conducted in the city of Harbin in northwestern China, included participant
observation at twenty workplaces and interviews with working adults from a range of professions. By
analyzing the shared stories about status and class, jobs and careers, and aspirations and hopes that circulate
among Harbiners from all walks of life, Hsu reveals the logic underlying the emerging stratification system.
In the post-socialist era, Harbiners must confront a fast-changing and bewildering institutional landscape.
Their collective narratives serve to create meaning and order in the midst of this confusion. Harbiners
collectively agree that “intellectuals” (scientists, educators, and professionals) are the most respected within
the new social order, because they contribute the most to Chinese society, whether that contribution is
understood in terms of traditional morality, socialist service, or technological and economic progress.
Harbiners understand human capital as an accurate measure of a person’s status. Their collective narratives
about suzhi shape their career choices, judgments, and child-rearing practices, and therefore the new
practices and institutions developing in post-socialist China.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Collins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Creating Market Socialism: How Ordinary People Are Shaping Class and
Status in China (Politics, History, and Culture).

Mary Molinari:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Creating Market Socialism: How Ordinary People Are Shaping
Class and Status in China (Politics, History, and Culture) was making you to know about other expertise and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Creating Market
Socialism: How Ordinary People Are Shaping Class and Status in China (Politics, History, and Culture) is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Creating
Market Socialism: How Ordinary People Are Shaping Class and Status in China (Politics, History, and
Culture). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Newman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Creating Market Socialism: How Ordinary People Are Shaping Class and Status in China (Politics,
History, and Culture) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Creating
Market Socialism: How Ordinary People Are Shaping Class and Status in China (Politics, History, and
Culture) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jessica Sarmiento:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be



study. Creating Market Socialism: How Ordinary People Are Shaping Class and Status in China (Politics,
History, and Culture) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra
time problems.
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