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In brute-force struggles for survival, such as the two World Wars, disorganization and divisions within an
enemy alliance are to one's own advantage. However, most international security politics involve coercive
diplomacy and negotiations short of all-out war. Worse Than a Monolith demonstrates that when states are
engaged in coercive diplomacy--combining threats and assurances to influence the behavior of real or
potential adversaries--divisions, rivalries, and lack of coordination within the opposing camp often make it
more difficult to prevent the onset of conflict, to prevent existing conflicts from escalating, and to negotiate
the end to those conflicts promptly. Focusing on relations between the Communist and anti-Communist
alliances in Asia during the Cold War, Thomas Christensen explores how internal divisions and lack of
cohesion in the two alliances complicated and undercut coercive diplomacy by sending confusing signals
about strength, resolve, and intent. In the case of the Communist camp, internal mistrust and rivalries
catalyzed the movement's aggressiveness in ways that we would not have expected from a more cohesive
movement under Moscow's clear control.

Reviewing newly available archival material, Christensen examines the instability in relations across the
Asian Cold War divide, and sheds new light on the Korean and Vietnam wars.

While recognizing clear differences between the Cold War and post-Cold War environments, he investigates
how efforts to adjust burden-sharing roles among the United States and its Asian security partners have
complicated U.S.-China security relations since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Lyon:

This book untitled Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Bruce Jackson:

Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics
and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) yet
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial thinking.

Angela Strange:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics
and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Jose Rivera:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word



says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and
Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can make
you feel more interested to read.
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