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In this book, the distinguished scholar Hanna Batatu presents a comprehensive analysis of the recent social,
economic, and political evolution of Syria's peasantry, the segment of society from which the current holders
of political power stem. Batatu focuses mainly on the twentieth century and, in particular, on the Ba`th
movement, the structures of power after the military coup d'état of 1963, and the era of îvfiz al-Asad, Syria's
first ruler of peasant extraction. Without seeking to prove any single theory about Syrian life, he offers a
uniquely rich and detailed account of how power was transferred from one demographic group to another
and how that power is maintained today.

Batatu begins by examining social differences among Syria's peasants and the evolution of their mode of life
and economic circumstances. He then scrutinizes the peasants' forms of consciousness, organization, and
behavior in Ottoman and Mandate times and prior to the Ba`thists' rise to power. He explores the rural
aspects of Ba`thism and shows that it was not a single force but a plurality of interrelated groups--prominent
among them the descendants of the lesser rural notables--with different social goals and mental horizons.
The book also provides a perceptive account of President Asad, his personality and conduct, and the
characteristics and power structures of his regime. Batatu draws throughout on a wide range of
socioeconomic and biographical information and on personal interviews with Syrian peasants and political
leaders, offering invaluable insights into the complexities of a country and a regime that have long been
poorly understood by outsiders.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

The book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a
book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a book Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its
Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Jena Alvarez:

This Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and
Their Politics without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't be worry Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics
can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser
Rural Notables, and Their Politics having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Michele Anderson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its
Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

William Ward:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as



well as soon. The Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics will
give you new experience in looking at a book.
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