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“John Taggart’s poetry is not like music, it is music.”—George Oppen

Is Music—a major retrospective of an American original—gathers the best poems from John Taggart’s
fourteen volumes, ranging from early objectivist experiments and jazz-influenced improvisational pieces to
longer breathtaking compositions regarded as underground masterpieces. There is a prayerful quality to
Taggart’s poetry, rooted in music—from medieval Christian traditions and soul to American punk rock. He
is also heavily influenced by the visual arts, most notably in his classic “Slow Song for Mark Rothko,” in
which he did with words what Rothko did with paint and dye.

To breathe and stretch one’s arms again
to breathe through the mouth to breathe to
breathe through the mouth to utter in
the most quiet way not to whisper not to whisper
to breathe through the mouth in the most quiet way to
breathe to sing to breathe to sing to breathe
to sing the most quiet way.

To sing to light the most quiet light in darkness
radiantia radiantia
singing light in darkness.

To sing as the host sings in his house.

 

John Taggart is the author of fourteen books of poetry and two books of criticism. He was, for many years,
a professor of English and director of the Interdisciplinary Arts Program at Shippensburg University. He
lives near Shippensburg, Pennsylvania.
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From reader reviews:

Bethany Eng:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Is Music: New and Selected Poems can be great book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Pauline Stern:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Is Music: New and Selected Poems can be your answer because it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.

Tyler Dean:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Is Music: New and Selected Poems
is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Iva Simmon:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book Is
Music: New and Selected Poems. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book,
it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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