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A major reappraisal of the life of legendary entertainer Sammy Davis, Jr., Gonna Do Great Things is at once
an intimate portrait and an exuberant celebration of a wholly American icon. Through his multifaceted talent
and personality, Sammy became one of the most magnetic and contentious figures in modern entertainment
history. His outstanding talents as a dancer, singer, actor, impressionist, and comedian, combined with his
close association with megastars and his interracial marriage, made him a celebrity in the truest sense.

Born in Harlem in 1925, Sammy debuted onstage with Will Mastin's vaudeville troupe when he was only
three years old. He was an instant hit, and his talent propelled him into one of the most luminous
entertainment careers of his generation. No one could please a crowd like Sammy, whose overwhelming
energy and infectious humor exhilarated audiences for sixty years. However, Sammy's life was not without
hardship, and his high-spirited attitude often masked a fragile ego. From an impoverished, broken home, he
lacked even a single day of formal education, and the rigors of his blossoming show business career denied
him the traditional pleasures of childhood. Racism constantly affected his life, particularly when he joined
the army in 1943. Because he refused to acknowledge any race-related restrictions, his very existence
became a political statement. An active member of the Civil Rights movement and America's first African-
American superstar, Sammy paved the way for other black entertainers.

As a charter member of the Rat Pack, Sammy spent the 1950s and 1960s basking in an image of "cool" and
endearing himself to the public. But by the 1970s he was relying on cocaine and alcohol, flirting with
Satanism, indulging in scandalous sexual behavior, and becoming the punchline of jokes on Saturday Night
Live. Though his fans still adored him, his performances suffered. A four-pack-a-day smoker, Sammy
succumbed to cancer when he was sixty-four, shortly after celebrating six decades in the spotlight.

Renowned biographer of Hollywood giants Jimmy Stewart, Burt Lancaster, and Gregory Peck, Gary Fishgall
brings an actor's and director's understanding of the entertainment industry to Sammy's complicated
existence. Meticulously researched and filled with insights gathered from interviews with those who knew
Sammy best, Gonna Do Great Things reveals the fascinating and controversial life of this beloved
entertainer.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Gentry:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Gonna Do Great Things:
The Life of Sammy Davis, Jr. is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Eric Totten:

This book untitled Gonna Do Great Things: The Life of Sammy Davis, Jr. to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Contessa Watkins:

Beside this Gonna Do Great Things: The Life of Sammy Davis, Jr. in your phone, it could give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Gonna Do Great Things: The Life of Sammy Davis, Jr. because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from
today!

Richard Jimenez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Gonna Do Great Things: The Life of Sammy Davis, Jr.
was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Gonna Do Great Things: The Life of
Sammy Davis, Jr. has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading which.
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