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The Imitatio Christi is considered one of the classic texts of Western spirituality. There were 800 manuscript
copies and more than 740 different printed editions of the Imitatio between its composition in the fifteenth
century and 1650. During the Reformation period, the book retained its popularity with both Protestants and
Catholics; with the exception of the Bible it was the most frequently printed book of the sixteenth century.

In this pioneering study, the remarkable longevity of the Imitatio across geographical, chronological,
linguistic and confessional boundaries is explored. Rather than attributing this enduring popularity to any
particular quality of universality, this study suggests that its key virtue was its appropriation by different
interest groups. That such an apparently Catholic and monastic work could be adopted and adapted by both
Protestant reformers and Catholic activists (including the Jesuits) poses intriguing questions about our
understanding of Reformation and Counter Reformation theology and confessional politics.

This study focuses on the editions of the Imitatio printed in English, French, German and Latin between the
1470s and 1650. It offers an ambitious and comprehensive survey of the process of translation and its impact
and contribution to religious culture. In so doing it offers a fresh analysis of spirituality and devotion within
their proper late medieval and early modern contexts. It also demonstrates that spirituality was not a
peripheral dimension of religion, but remains at the very heart of both Catholic and Protestant self-perception
and identity.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Gregg:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi,
1425-1650: From Late Medieval Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation
History). Try to the actual book Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-1650:
From Late Medieval Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) as
your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Kenneth Handy:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi, 1425-1650: From Late Medieval Classic
to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) can be your answer as it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Gerald Sosa:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi,
1425-1650: From Late Medieval Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation
History). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

William Henslee:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you.



As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Catholic and Protestant Translations of the Imitatio Christi,
1425-1650: From Late Medieval Classic to Early Modern Bestseller (St Andrews Studies in Reformation
History) can make you experience more interested to read.
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