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This book addresses the continuing controversy over the potential impact of genetically modified (GM)
crops in developing countries. Supporters of the technology claim it offers one of the best hopes for
increasing agricultural production and reducing rural poverty, while opponents see it as an untested
intervention that will bring corporate control of peasant farming. The book examines the issues by reviewing
the experience of GM, insect-resistant cotton, the most widely grown GM crop in developing countries.

The book begins with an introduction to agricultural biotechnology, a brief examination of the history of
cotton production technology (and the institutions required to support that technology), and a thorough
review of the literature on the agronomic performance of GM cotton. It then provides a review of the
economic and institutional outcomes of GM cotton during the first decade of its use. The core of the book is
four country case studies based on original fieldwork in the principal developing countries growing GM
cotton (China, India, South Africa and Colombia). The book concludes with a summary of the experience to
date and implications for the future of GM crops in developing countries.

This review challenges those who have predicted technological failure by describing instances in which GM
cotton has proven useful and has been enthusiastically taken up by smallholders. But it also challenges those
who claim that biotechnology can take the lead in agricultural development by examining the precarious
institutional basis on which these hopes rest in most countries. The analysis shows how biotechnology’s
potential contribution to agricultural development must be seen as a part of (and often secondary to) more
fundamental policy change. The book should be of interest to a wide audience concerned with agricultural
development. This would include academics in the social and agricultural sciences, donor agencies and
NGOs.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Faulkner:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Biotechnology and
Agricultural Development: Transgenic Cotton, Rural Institutions and Resource-poor Farmers (Routledge
Explorations in Environmental Economics) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Esther Cunningham:

The ability that you get from Biotechnology and Agricultural Development: Transgenic Cotton, Rural
Institutions and Resource-poor Farmers (Routledge Explorations in Environmental Economics) may be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Biotechnology and Agricultural Development:
Transgenic Cotton, Rural Institutions and Resource-poor Farmers (Routledge Explorations in Environmental
Economics) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific
Biotechnology and Agricultural Development: Transgenic Cotton, Rural Institutions and Resource-poor
Farmers (Routledge Explorations in Environmental Economics) instantly.

Paul Quintana:

The actual book Biotechnology and Agricultural Development: Transgenic Cotton, Rural Institutions and
Resource-poor Farmers (Routledge Explorations in Environmental Economics) has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after looking over this book.

Sandra Forester:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Biotechnology and Agricultural
Development: Transgenic Cotton, Rural Institutions and Resource-poor Farmers (Routledge Explorations in
Environmental Economics) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits



that you will get when one buys this book.
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