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Since footballer sexual assault became top news in 2004, six years after the first case was reported, much has
been written in the news media about individual cases, footballers and women who have sex with them. Deb
Waterhouse-Watson reveals how media representations of recent sexual assault cases involving Australian
footballers amount to "trials by media", trials that result in acquittal. The stories told about footballers and
women in the news media evoke stereotypes such as the "gold digger", "woman scorned" and the "predatory
woman", which cast doubt on the alleged victims’ claims and suggest that they are lying. Waterhouse-
Watson calls this a "narrative immunity" for footballers against allegations of sexual assault.

This book details how popular conceptions of masculinity and femininity inform the way footballers’ bodies,
team bonding, women, sex and alcohol are portrayed in the media, and connects stories relating to the cases
with sports reporting generally. Uncovering similar patterns of narrative, grammar and discourse across these
distinct yet related fields, Waterhouse-Watson shows how these discourses are naturalised, with reports on
the cases intertwining with broader discourses of football reporting to provide immunity. Despite the
prevalence of stories that discredit the alleged victims, Waterhouse-Watson also examines attempts to
counter these pervasive rape myths, articulating successful strategies and elucidating the limitations built into
journalistic practices, and language itself.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

The book Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity (Routledge Research in
Sport, Culture and Society) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must
we leave the great thing like a book Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity
(Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society)? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity
(Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Scott Seward:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative
Immunity (Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society) ended up being making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide
Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity (Routledge Research in Sport, Culture
and Society) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all
the book Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity (Routledge Research in Sport,
Culture and Society). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Manuel Pina:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by Media": Narrative Immunity (Routledge
Research in Sport, Culture and Society) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring
this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Dean Herbert:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs



or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Athletes, Sexual Assault, and "Trials by
Media": Narrative Immunity (Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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