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Language is central to human experience and our understanding of who we are, whether written or unwritten,
sung or spoken. But what is language and how do we record it? Where does it reside? Does it exist and
evolve within written sources, in performance, in the mind or in speech?

For too long, ethnographic, aesthetic and sociolinguistic studies of language have remained apart from
analyses emerging from traditions such as literature and performance. Where is Language? argues for a more
complex and contextualized understanding of language across this range of disciplines, engaging with key
issues, including orality, literacy, narrative, ideology, performance and the human communities in which
these take place.

Eminent anthropologist Ruth Finnegan draws together a lifetime of ethnographic case studies, reading and
personal commentary to explore the roles and nature of language in cultures across the world, from West
Africa to the South Pacific. By combining research and reflections, Finnegan discusses the multi-modality of
language to provide an account not simply of vocabulary and grammar, but one which questions the
importance of cultural settings and the essence of human communication itself.
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From reader reviews:

William Carroll:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on
Language, Literature and Performance.

Alan Malbrough:

Here thing why this particular Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature
and Performance are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Where is Language?: An
Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Where is Language?:
An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance in e-book can
be your alternative.

Virginia Hughes:

The particular book Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and
Performance will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book
Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Philip Brown:

Beside this kind of Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and
Performance in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Where is Language?: An
Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance because this book offers for you



readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from
now!
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