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Through his columns in the New York Times and his numerous best-selling books, Stanley Fish has
established himself as our foremost public analyst of the fraught intersection of academia and politics. Here
Fish for the first time turns his full attention to one of the core concepts of the contemporary academy:
academic freedom.

 

Depending on who’s talking, academic freedom is an essential bulwark of democracy, an absurd fig leaf
disguising liberal agendas, or, most often, some in-between muddle that both exaggerates its own importance
and misunderstands its actual value to scholarship. Fish enters the fray with his typical clear-eyed, no-
nonsense analysis. The crucial question, he says, is located in the phrase “academic freedom” itself: Do you
emphasize “academic” or “freedom”? The former, he shows, suggests a limited, professional freedom, while
the conception of freedom implied by the latter could expand almost infinitely. Guided by that distinction,
Fish analyzes various arguments for the value of academic freedom: Is academic freedom a contribution to
society's common good? Does it authorize professors to critique the status quo, both inside and outside the
university? Does it license and even require the overturning of all received ideas and policies? Is it an engine
of revolution? Are academics inherently different from other professionals? Or is academia just a job, and
academic freedom merely a tool for doing that job?

 

No reader of Fish will be surprised by the deftness with which he dismantles weak arguments, corrects
misconceptions, and clarifies muddy arguments. And while his conclusion—that academic freedom is simply
a tool, an essential one, for doing a job—may surprise, it is unquestionably bracing. Stripping away the
mystifications that obscure academic freedom allows its beneficiaries to concentrate on what they should be
doing: following their intellectual interests and furthering scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Peters:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Versions of Academic Freedom:
From Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice University Campbell Lectures)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Alberta Keyes:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Versions of Academic Freedom:
From Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Versions of Academic
Freedom: From Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) become your own
personal starter.

Lillie Rose:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Versions of Academic Freedom: From
Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) reserve written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still hesitation Versions of Academic Freedom: From Professionalism to Revolution (The
Rice University Campbell Lectures) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Delois Dionisio:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking



the Versions of Academic Freedom: From Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice University Campbell
Lectures) when you needed it?
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