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The decree of Cyrus (538 BC) seems to have been acted upon with all speed by a portion of the Jews resident
in Babylon. That portion, however, doubtless consisted of the less well-to-do and those who had formed no
very close ties, commercial or otherwise, with the locality in which they had grown up. Many had acted to
the full upon the advice given them by Jeremiah (29. 5-7), and, to borrow a Jewish phrase which has been
applied to the present case, the bran returned, the tine flour was left behind in Babylon.
Thus it came to pass that the returned exiles were the more easily reduced to inactivity by the difficulties
which speedily came upon them in their attempts at the renovation of their old home. Mainly through the
hostility of the Samaritans on their offer of cooperation being repulsed, but perhaps in some degree owing to
the absence of royal favor on the part of Cyrus’s two successors, Cambyses and the Pseudo-Smerdis, the
work of restoration was for more than nine years (529-520 BC) in abeyance. In the year 520 BC, however,
two years after the accession of Darius, the heartening which their prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, sought to
give them, and the efforts of Joshua the high priest and Zerubbabel, evoked renewed energy. Darius’s
approval was obtained, and four years later the Temple was dedicated to the service of God…
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From reader reviews:

Antione Wilson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Age of the
Maccabees is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Shannon Grant:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Age of the
Maccabees suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Age of the Maccabeesis the main of several books this everyone read now. That book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Virginia Berry:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The Age
of the Maccabees your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication
then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The Age of
the Maccabees giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Linda Justice:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Age of the Maccabees which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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