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Dacia Maraini’s Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed focuses on Dacia Maraini’s narrative from about
1984 to 2004 and makes substantive use of her interviews and essays. While acknowledging the importance
and ongoing validity of feminist scholarship of Maraini’s work, this book seeks to take scholarship on
Maraini beyond feminist readings by identifying a critical framework that cuts across gender and genre and
thereby invites alternative readings. Using a method of close textual analysis, the author includes studies of
men, children, animals, and imaginary characters in Maraini’s narrative, analyzes language, character,
motifs, and symbols, and considers some of Maraini’s work in light of declining postmodern and emerging
posthuman critical social theory.

This critical framework identifies the paradigm of reconstruction as narrative center, both strategy and
theme, of many of Maraini’s works from this twenty-year-period and beyond. Reconstruction here signifies
the strategies by which Maraini’s deep investment in survival, which has its roots in the life threatening
conditions she experienced as a small child in a WWII Japanese concentration camp, is enacted in a narrative
re-building and re-constructing of personal memory, of various personal, social and political histories, of
motherhood and maternal discourses, of crime stories, of postmodern fragmentation, and even of the process
of erasure itself. Maraini’s narrative is deeply attentive to the mechanisms that threaten survival of the body
(and not just the woman’s body); psychological and aesthetic survival; the survival in the Italian canon of a
woman author’s work, memory and legacy after her death; the survival of a drug-addicted and self-
destructive younger generation; and by extension, collective and ecological survival. Never marked by
nihilism or despair, Maraini’s narratives offer the ethos of reconstruction as a variation on the “begin again”
that marks the end of many of her novels and, as we can see in Colomba, her own aesthetic process of
renewal and regeneration.

This book focuses primarily on Il treno per Helsinki (1984), Isolina (1985), some of her short stories for
children, La nave per Kobe: Diari giapponesi di mia madre (2001), Buio (Strega Literary Prize, 1999), and
Colomba (2004).
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From reader reviews:

James Blouin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Dacia Maraini's Narratives of
Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies). All type of
book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Vickie Reed:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Dacia
Maraini's Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian
Studies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Dacia Maraini's Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press
Series in Italian Studies)is the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

John Davis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Dacia Maraini's Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Italian Studies) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Michelle Morrow:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Dacia Maraini's Narratives of Survival:
(Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) to make your reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Dacia Maraini's Narratives
of Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) can to be



your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these
time.
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