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The image of Old West saloons as sites of violence and raucous entertainment has been perpetuated by film
and legend, but the true story of such establishments is far more complex. In Boomtown Saloons,
archaeologist Kelly J. Dixon recounts the excavation of four historic saloon sites in Nevada’s Virginia City,
one of the West’s most important boomtowns, and shows how the physical traces of this handful of disparate
drinking places offer a new perspective on authentic life in the mining West. During the second half of the
nineteenth century, the Comstock Lode’s mineral wealth attracted people from all over the world. At its
peak, Virginia City had a cosmopolitan population of over 20,000 people. Like people everywhere, they
sought to pass their leisure time in congenial company, often in one or another of the four saloons studied
here. Dixon’s account of the role these four establishments played in the social and economic life of Virginia
City offers keen insight into the businesses and people who made up the backdrop of a mining boomtown.
The saloons in this study were quieter than legend would have us believe; they served relatively distinct
groups and offered their customers a place of refuge, solidarity, and social contact with peers in a city where
few people had longtime ties or initially any close contacts. Boomtown Saloons also offers an equally vivid
portrait of the modern historical archaeologist who combines time-honored digging, reconstruction, and
analysis methods with such cutting-edge technology as DNA analysis of saliva traces on a 150-year-old
pipestem and chemical analysis of the residue in discarded condiment bottles. The book is illustrated with
historical photographs and maps, as well as photographs of artifacts uncovered during the excavations of the
four sites. Dixon’s sparkling text and thoughtful interpretation of evidence reveal an unknown aspect of daily
life in one of the West’s most storied boomtowns and demonstrate that, contrary to legend, the traditional
western saloon served an vital and complex social role in its community.Available in hardcover and
paperback.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Gomez:

In other case, little persons like to read book Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City
(Shepperson Series in Nevada History). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important a new book Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City
(Shepperson Series in Nevada History). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Thomas Barreto:

Here thing why this kind of Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson
Series in Nevada History) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology
And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Boomtown
Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in Nevada History). It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in Nevada
History) in e-book can be your option.

Richard Powe:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Boomtown
Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) is kind of book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Thomas White:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list



of books in the top record in your reading list is Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia
City (Shepperson Series in Nevada History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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