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Benjamin Franklin's reputation in America has been singularly distorted by the neglect of his works other
than his Autobiography and his most utilitarian aphorisms. If America has contented herself with appraising
him as "the earliest incarnation of 'David Harum,'" as "the first high-priest of the religion of efficiency," as
"the first Rotarian," it may be that this aspect of Franklin is all that an America plagued by growing pains, by
peopling and mechanizing three thousand miles of frontier, has been able to see. That facet of Franklin's
mind and mien which allowed Carlyle to describe him as "the Father of all Yankees" was appreciated by
Sinclair Lewis's George F. Babbitt: "Once in a while I just naturally sit back and size up this Solid American
Citizen, with a whale of a lot of satisfaction." But this is not the Franklin of "imperturbable common-sense"
honored by Matthew Arnold as "the very incarnation of sanity and clear-sense, a man the most considerable
... whom America has yet produced." Nor is this the Franklin who emerges from his collected works (and the
opinions of his notable contemporaries) as an economist, political theorist, educator, journalist, scientific
deist, and disinterested scientist. If he wrote little that is narrowly belles-lettres, he need not be ashamed of
his voluminous correspondence, in an age which saw the fruition of the epistolary art. The Franklin found in
his collected and uncollected writings is, as the following Introduction may suggest, not the Franklin who too
commonly is synchronized exclusively with the wisdom and wit of Poor Richard. Since the present
interpretation of the growth of Franklin's mind, with stress upon its essential unity in the light of scientific
deism, tempered by his debt to Puritanism, classicism, and neoclassicism, may seem somewhat novel, the
editors have felt it desirable to document their interpretation with considerable fullness. It is hoped that the
reader will withhold judgment as to the validity of this interpretation until the documentary evidence has
been fully considered in its genetic significance, and that he will feel able to incline to other interpretations
only in proportion as they can be equally supported by other evidence. The present interpretation is also
supported by the Selections following—the fullest collection hitherto available in one volume—which offer,
the editors believe, the essential materials for a reasonable acquaintance with the growth of Franklin's mind,
from youth to old age, in its comprehensive interests—educational, literary, journalistic, economic, political,
scientific, humanitarian, and religious. With the exception of the selections from the Autobiography, the
works are arranged in approximate chronological order, hence inviting a necessarily genetic study of
Franklin's mind. The Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure and Pain, never before printed in an
edition of Franklin's works or in a book of selections, is here printed from the London edition of 1725,
retaining his peculiarities of italics, capitalization, and punctuation. Attention is also drawn to the
photographically reproduced complete text of Poor Richard Improved (1753), graciously furnished by Mr.
William Smith Mason. The Way to Wealth is from an exact reprint made by Mr. Mason, and with his
permission here reproduced. One of the editors is grateful for the privilege of consulting Mr. Mason's
magnificent collection of Franklin correspondence (original MSS), especially the Franklin-Galloway and
Franklin-Jonathan Shipley (Bishop of St. Asaph) unpublished correspondence.
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Benjamin Franklin: Representative Selections With Introduction,
Bibliograpy, and Notes.

Rodney Bryant:

Precisely why? Because this Benjamin Franklin: Representative Selections With Introduction, Bibliograpy,
and Notes is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jaime Worm:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Benjamin Franklin:
Representative Selections With Introduction, Bibliograpy, and Notes that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Benjamin Franklin:
Representative Selections With Introduction, Bibliograpy, and Notes become your personal starter.

Gerald Magee:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Benjamin Franklin:
Representative Selections With Introduction, Bibliograpy, and Notes which is keeping the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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