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University of Malta, language: English, abstract: Horror genre has its origins in the gothic 19th century
novels like Marry Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818) or John Polidori’s The Vampire (1819). Even though horror
movie is a typical European genre, it has a long history in American cinema dating back to 1915 silent movie
Les Vampires by Freuillade and to one of the first sound movies from 1931, Tod Browning’s famous
Dracula. Horror movies may be put into three categories: ones that contain the supernatural elements, in
which vampires, ghosts, witchcraft appears; psychological horror, which relies on characters’ fears, their
guilt or beliefs; and massacre movies, with scenes of slaughter, brutality and rough treatment (Cinema
Studies 184).
Although horror movies, as an element of mass culture, may be perceived as simplistic, predictable, lacking
depth and simply being an unworthy for analysis, there is a great deal of films that in its content reflect the
contemporary problems that occurred in the American society. While many critics consider horror genre as a
“low culture,” one must not fail to notice that its significance is enormous. One can sense an inextricable link
between film and social concerns, since the role of the film is to project certain fears and concerns of
contemporary society as well as to help people to resolve them. As Prawer observed: "If the terror film is
thus connected to our social concerns, it also, paradoxically, helps us to cope with our ordinary life by jolting
us out of it" (60). A popular opinion has it that the popularity of horror movies increases along with the
disturbance experienced by the society. Since the 20th century is perceived as the era of the constant social
upheaval, the history of the horror movie equals the history of the anxiety (Wells 3); hence, the time the
cultural chaos erupts, the audience turns to horror movies as a means that liberates them from their anxiety.
As Phillips asserts, “anxiety tends to promote a sense of helplessness; fear, on the other hand, provides an
impetus for change” (9). Thus, the fear evoked by the slasher film, one is forced to invent new ways of
coping with his or her difficulties, since a typical way of thinking will occur not only problematic but also
troublesome.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Gatling:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you should have this American culture and perception of women in horror movies.

Blake Nixon:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of
them is this American culture and perception of women in horror movies.

James Anderson:

The reserve with title American culture and perception of women in horror movies has a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Jesus Jones:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and American culture and perception of
women in horror movies or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes American culture and perception of women in horror movies to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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