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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 2,7, RWTH Aachen University (Institut für Anglistik ), course: Readings in
Australian Aboriginal Literature, Proseminar, 7 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: More
than 230 years ago, Captain James Cook, a British explorer, ‘discovered’ the Australian continent and
claimed it for Great Britain. From then on, the Indigenous Australian population experienced a drastic
cultural and social change. Today around “68% of the Aboriginal population […] live in urban
environements” (Knudsen 2004, S. 73). Despite the progress in assimilation, smoldering sources of social
friction between Aboriginal people and the white community, like unemployment, poverty, alcoholism and
bad health care, remain. These subjects often occur in literature of indigenous authors, especially poetry, “the
most popular genre of Aboriginal creative expression in
English” (Shoemaker 1989, S. 179).
Another important theme, which is often worked up in indigenous poetry, is the urban Aboriginal’s relation
to their cultural heritage, which will be the topic of this termpaper.
This theme is of high topicality nowadays, considering the increasing number of Aboriginals living in urban
environments. It will be important to figure out to what extent the Indigenous’s past does still play a role in
their present lives. Also it will be of interest if they still feel connected with their cultural past, if nature still
plays a decisive role, even in
“civilised Aboriginals’” lives, and how they generally feel about their situation of being part of two
significantly differing cultures. Therefore, the poems will be analysed on the basis of the subtopics nature,
identity and past.
The aim of this paper is to provide a small overview of recent poetic works dealing with this topical theme of
the urban Aboriginals relation to their cultural heritage to draw the reader’s attention to a new, probably even
largely unknown part of Aboriginal’s lives.
This termpaper will first give a short overview about the Aboriginal poetry in general and the authors lives.
Later on, poems in which subjects like past, civilisation or nature occur will be analysed. Poems by
Oodgeroo Noonuccal and Jack Davis will act as exemplary works to be analysed and interpreted. Therefore,
at the beginning of the termpaper some short biographical facts about these poets will be given to become
acquainted with their cultural
background.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Jones:

Precisely why? Because this Urban Aboriginals and the relation to their cultural heritage: An analysis on the
basis of selected poems is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having
that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ben Hernandez:

This Urban Aboriginals and the relation to their cultural heritage: An analysis on the basis of selected poems
is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately
using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Urban Aboriginals and the relation to
their cultural heritage: An analysis on the basis of selected poems in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt this?

Irma Kellner:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Urban Aboriginals and the relation to their cultural heritage: An analysis on
the basis of selected poems will give you new experience in examining a book.

Pearl Norris:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Urban Aboriginals and the relation to
their cultural heritage: An analysis on the basis of selected poems as well as others sources were given



information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-
book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Urban Aboriginals and the
relation to their cultural heritage: An analysis on the basis of selected poems to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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