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While society may applaud middle and upper class women who decide to stay home to raise their children,
there exists a decided abhorrence for single mothers, welfare queens, who collect public funds but do not
work. Here, Hart challenges traditional notions of welfare mothers by providing first-hand accounts of poor
urban mothers and revealing the life-affirming and moral aspects of their motherwork--a form of subsistence
work, involving many tasks that incorporate the physical, psychological, emotional, and spiritual dimensions
of life. Though the mothering work these women do is vilified in public discourse as unnecessary and
unwanted, the author contends that the ethical and epistemological dimensions of life-affirming work--a key
component of motherwork--not only structure social-political activism but also educational efforts that are
oriented towards radical change. Concrete experiences of motherwork, policy analyses regarding welfare
reform, efforts oriented towards educational and epistemological border-crossings, and collective struggles
for social change are examined here in a larger theoretical, political-economic framework.

Pulling together the many strands of different theoretical fields addressing issues related to
critical/transformative pedagogy, community activism, and forms of unpaid work, this unique work calls for
the unlearning of ways of thinking and feeling which uphold prejudices and life-threatening social-political
hierarchies. While the public may sneer at women who choose to accept welfare in order to stay home to
raise their children, these mothers must continue to perform this invisible work in order that their children
may break the cycle of poverty in which they are entrenched. The author examines ways in which these
mothers organize and carry out educational efforts and political work in the context of extreme poverty and
against the harsh criticisms of an unforgiving public. Ultimately, Hart hopes to convince the public of the
inherent importance of motherwork and break down the prejudices that have worked against the urban poor
and single mothers.
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From reader reviews:

Eden Davis:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work:
Motherwork, Education, and Social Change (Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) book as
nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jessica Ball:

The knowledge that you get from The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education, and Social
Change (Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) is a more deep you rooting the information
that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to know but The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education, and Social Change
(Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education,
and Social Change (Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) instantly.

Robert Schrader:

This The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education, and Social Change (Contributions in
Economics and Economic History,) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education, and Social Change
(Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) can be one of the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork,
Education, and Social Change (Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) giving you an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Helen Samuel:

The book untitled The Poverty of Life-Affirming Work: Motherwork, Education, and Social Change
(Contributions in Economics and Economic History,) contain a lot of information on that. The writer



explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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