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A richly detailed, profoundly engrossing story of how religion has influenced American foreign relations,
told through the stories of the men and women—from presidents to preachers—who have plotted the
country’s course in the world.
 
Ever since John Winthrop argued that the Puritans’ new home would be “a city upon a hill,” Americans’ role
in the world has been shaped by their belief that God has something special in mind for them. But this is a
story that historians have mostly ignored. Now, in the first authoritative work on the subject, Andrew Preston
explores the major strains of religious fervor—liberal and conservative, pacifist and militant, internationalist
and isolationist—that framed American thinking on international issues from the earliest colonial wars to the
twenty-first century. He arrives at some startling conclusions, among them: Abraham Lincoln’s use of
religion in the Civil War became the model for subsequent wars of humanitarian intervention; nineteenth-
century Protestant missionaries made up the first NGO to advance a global human rights agenda; religious
liberty was the centerpiece of Franklin Roosevelt’s strategy to bring the United States into World War II.
 
From George Washington to George W. Bush, from the Puritans to the present, from the colonial wars to the
Cold War, religion has been one of America’s most powerful sources of ideas about the wider world. When,
just days after 9/11, George W. Bush described America as “a prayerful nation, a nation that prays to an
almighty God for protection and for peace,” or when Barack Obama spoke of balancing the “just war and the
imperatives of a just peace” in his Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, they were echoing four hundred
years of religious rhetoric. Preston traces this echo back to its source.
 
Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith is an unprecedented achievement: no one has yet attempted such a bold
synthesis of American history. It is also a remarkable work of balance and fair-mindedness about one of the
most fraught subjects in America.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

The book Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading a book Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy to become
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a book Sword of the Spirit, Shield of
Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Arnold Williams:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and important the book Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in
American War and Diplomacy. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Aubrey Newsome:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in
American War and Diplomacy is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bradley Cox:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith:
Religion in American War and Diplomacy giving you another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



Download and Read Online Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith:
Religion in American War and Diplomacy Andrew Preston
#G21A5ROTI7N



Read Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American
War and Diplomacy by Andrew Preston for online ebook

Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy by Andrew Preston Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and
Diplomacy by Andrew Preston books to read online.

Online Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy
by Andrew Preston ebook PDF download

Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy by Andrew Preston
Doc

Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy by Andrew Preston Mobipocket

Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith: Religion in American War and Diplomacy by Andrew Preston EPub


