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From the beginnings of industrial capitalism to contemporary disputes over evolution, nature has long been
part of the public debate over the social good. As such, many natural scientists throughout American history
have understood their work as a cultural activity contributing to social stability and their field as a powerful
tool for enhancing the quality of American life. In the late Victorian era, interwar period, and post-war
decades, massive social change, economic collapse and recovery, and the aftermath of war prompted natural
scientists to offer up a civic-minded natural science concerned with the political well-being of American
society. In Science and the Social Good, John P. Herron explores the evolving internal and external forces
influencing the design and purpose of American natural science, by focusing on three representative
scientists-geologist Clarence King, forester Robert Marshall, and biologist Rachel Carson-who purposefully
considered the social outcomes of their work.
As comfortable in the royal courts of Europe as the remote field camps of the American West, Clarence King
was the founding director of the U.S. Geological Survey, and used his standing to integrate science into late
nineteenth century political debates about foreign policy, immigration, and social reform. In the mid-1930s,
Robert Marshall founded the environmental advocacy group, The Wilderness Society, which transformed the
face of natural preservation in America. Committed to social justice, Marshall blended forest ecology and
pragmatic philosophy to craft a natural science ethic that extended the reach of science into political
discussions about the restructuring of society prompted by urbanization and economic crisis. Rachel Carson
deservedly gets credit for launching the modern environmental movement with her 1962 classic Silent
Spring. She made a generation of Americans aware of the social costs inherent in the human manipulation of
the natural world and used natural science to critique established institutions and offer an alternative vision
of a healthy and diverse society. As King, Marshall, and Carson became increasingly wary of the social costs
of industrialization, they used their scientific work to address problems of ecological and social imbalance.
Even as science became professionalized and compartmentalized. these scientists worked to keep science
relevant to broader intellectual debates.
John Herron offers a new take on King, Marshall, and especially Carson and their significance that
emphasizes the importance of their work to environmental, political, and cultural affairs, while illuminating
the broader impact of natural science on American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Minor:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Science and the Social Good: Nature,
Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ida Torres:

The e-book with title Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 posesses a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Frederick Roark:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just
read you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Science and the Social Good: Nature,
Culture, and Community, 1865-1965 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Ruth Paiz:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Science and the Social Good: Nature, Culture, and
Community, 1865-1965 can make you really feel more interested to read.
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