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In this witty, erudite, and thoroughly researched book, art historian John Moffitt discusses the popular
iconography depicting alleged extraterrestrial (ET) visitors and the widespread appeal of this New Age craze
as a mass cultural phenomenon. A thorough skeptic, Moffitt is interested in kitschy ET portraiture, not as
evidence of aliens among us, but for what this imagery reveals about contemporary culture. By brilliantly
placing the present cultural moment in historical context, he demonstrates how typical portrayals of aliens
reflect long-running (even ancient) cultural motifs.

Whether we realize it or not, among ET's precursors are the ecstatic maenads of ancient Greek art, early
depictions of Christ in Byzantine icons, the religious visions shown in 15th-century Spanish paintings, and
the popular images of witches and incubi from the 18th and 19th centuries. Today, in our postmodern space
age, these timeless figures of imagination and art have taken on the otherworldly trappings of alien creatures.
By the same token, centuries-old beliefs, whether in nature gods and goddesses, demons, witches, Satan, or
saints, have evolved into the current New Age mythology that often surrounds the stories and pictures
connected with aliens. Fueled by a huge entertainment industry, mass media, and the relentless profit drive of
capitalism, alien imagery has become ubiquitous, and in the process the line between fantasy and reality ever
harder to discern.

This sweeping and above all entertaining perusal of popular culture presents a sophisticated yet very
accessible and often funny dissection of our current obsession with the possibility that "we are not alone."
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images
in Modern Mass Culture will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Clarine Davidson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in Modern Mass Culture has
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in Modern Mass Culture is not
only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Picturing
Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in Modern Mass Culture. You never experience lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Emma Anderson:

The reserve with title Picturing Extraterrestrials: Alien Images in Modern Mass Culture posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Joseph Mattos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Picturing Extraterrestrials:
Alien Images in Modern Mass Culture.
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