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From its humble beginnings in the Bronx to its transformation into a multibillion-dollar global industry, hip
hop has stirred constant and contentious debate. Avoiding the simple caricatures that either celebrate or
condemn this powerful movement, S. Craig Watkins produces one of the most thorough accounts of hip hop
yet. Hip Hop Matters delves deeply into the phenomenal world that hip hop has created and comes up with a
portrait that is as big, brave, and vibrant as the movement itself. Readers see the brilliance and blemishes of
hip hop's entrepreneurial elite and also discover a thriving digital underground, hip-hop inspired literature,
young political activists, and the movement's own intelligentsia.

Watkins punctuates this meticulously researched book with revealing anecdotes and astute analysis of the
corporate takeover of hip hop, the culture's march into America's colleges and universities, and the rampant
misogyny threatening hip hop's progressive potential. He also offers revealing portraits of some of hip hop's
most intriguing personalities-Sylvia Robinson, Grandmaster Flash, Chuck D, Jay-Z, Hype Williams, and
Eminem-and influential brands-FUBU and Def Jam.

Ultimately, we see how the struggle for hip hop reverberates in a world bigger than hip hop: global media,
racial and demographic change, the reinvention of the pop music industry, urban politics, the moral and
public health of young people, and their relentless desire to be heard and respected.

It is the spectacular convergence of these and other issues that makes hip hop one of the more compelling
stories of our time. Which people and what forces are vying to control a movement that has become a
lucrative pop culture industry as well as an insurgent voice for the young and the disenfranchised? Watkins's
incisive and timely book decisively answers the question and shows why now, more than ever, hip hop
matters.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Chuck Deschenes:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Hip
Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a Movement? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Brandon Macdonald:

This Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a Movement book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for
the Soul of a Movement without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the
Struggle for the Soul of a Movement can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Hip Hop Matters:
Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a Movement having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Raymond Langford:

Why? Because this Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a Movement is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Amy Joshi:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a



Movement this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of
you.
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