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From the time of the American Revolution, most junior officersin the American military attained their
positions through election by the volunteer soldiersin their company, atradition that reflected commitment
to democracy even in times of war. By the outset of the Civil War, citizen-officers had fallen under sharp
criticism from career military leaders who decried their lack of discipline and efficiency in battle. Andrew S.
Bledsoe' s Citizen-Officers explores the role of the volunteer officer corps during the Civil War and the
unique leadership challenges they faced when military necessity clashed with the antebellum democratic
values of volunteer soldiers.

Bledsoe' sinnovative evaluation of the lives and experiences of nearly 2,600 Union and Confederate
company-grade junior officers from every theater of operations across four years of war reveals the intense
pressures placed on these young leaders. Despite their inexperience and sometimes haphazard training in
formal military maneuvers and leadership, citizen-officers frequently faced their first battles already in
command of acompany. These intense and costly encounters forced the independent, civic-minded volunteer
soldiers to recognize the need for military hierarchy and to accept their place within it. Thus concepts of
American citizenship, republican traditions in American life, and the brutality of combat shaped, and werein
turn shaped by, the attitudes and actions of citizen-officers.

Through an analysis of wartime writings, post-war reminiscences, company and regimental papers, census
records, and demographic data, Citizen-Officers illuminates the centrality of the volunteer officer to the Civil
War and to evolving narratives of American identity and military service.
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From reader reviews:
Jean Parks:

The guide with title Citizen-Officers: The Union and Confederate Volunteer Junior Officer Corpsin the
American Civil War (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) contains alot of
information that you can find out it. You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you inside new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Kimberly Pratt:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Citizen-Officers: The Union and Confederate Volunteer Junior Officer
Corpsin the American Civil War (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) this
publication consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer requireto explain it iseasy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that iswhy this
book appropriate all of you.

Bonnie Lugo:

This Citizen-Officers: The Union and Confederate Volunteer Junior Officer Corpsin the American Civil
War (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Citizen-Officers: The Union and Confederate Volunteer Junior Officer Corpsin the American
Civil War (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So,
don't missthe item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.



Brandon M acdonald:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Citizen-Officers: The Union and Confederate Volunteer Junior Officer Corps in the American Civil
War (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) when you required it?
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