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Contradiction and ambiguity are essential to the poetry of Madeline DeFrees. Her work is concentrated,
multi-layered, spliced with humor and characterized by a passionate interest in every aspect of words: their
literal and figurative meanings and associations; their histories, usage, disappearances, and resurrections. In
her recent poems she approaches complex subjects with a new clarity, the dividend of a long investment in
the art of writing.

Just as her poetry demands distance from personal biography and revelation, it is also deeply affected by her
own life story, most profoundly her 38-year tenure as a nun. Throughout her writing career—from her early
poems written under the name Sister Mary Gilbert, to her newest ones in which she casts a lifelong glance
back through history and lineage—the need to reclaim individual identity is balanced against the
relinquishment of the self.

From Going Back to the Convent

What was I running from
or into? The uneasy light of the senior
prom? Mother's dream of a a child bride, supported by
pennies from heaven? Or was it the writing
life laid as a sacrifice to a jealous god
on the tomb of the woman
I'd hoped to become?
Whatever it was, it will soon
Be over. I write this now to reclaim it.

A student of John Berryman, Karl Shapiro, and Robert Fitzgerald, Madeline DeFrees has taught generations
of poets and poetry students, and earned widespread acclaim for her own work. Madeline DeFrees has taught
throughout the US, including at the University of Montana and the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
where she directed its Creative Writing program. She presently lives in Seattle, WA.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

The book Blue Dusk: New & Selected Poems, 1951-2001 can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Blue Dusk: New &
Selected Poems, 1951-2001? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Blue Dusk:
New & Selected Poems, 1951-2001 has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ethelyn Allen:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Blue Dusk: New & Selected Poems, 1951-2001 why because the excellent
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Amber Tyson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. Blue Dusk: New & Selected Poems, 1951-2001 can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Hector Medlin:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Blue Dusk: New & Selected Poems, 1951-2001 can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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