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?70 years ago, on 7 June 1944, the British 7th Armored Division landed in Normandy, halfway through a
wartime journey that had started in north Africa. Formed on 16 February 1940, it adopted the Jerboa as its
divisional sign—and while many units that fought in the desert call themselves by the name, 7th Armoured
Division are the original ‘Desert Rats’. The division helped destroy the Italian Tenth Army at Beda Fomm on
7 February 1941, defeat the Desert?Fox—Rommel—at El Alamein in October 1942, and drive Axis forces
out of North?Africa. After the desert, 7th Armored Division landed at Salerno on 15 September 1943, in time
to help repulse concerted German counterattacks, before—as part of U.S. Fifth Army’s British X Corps—it
took Naples and crossed the Volturno.

Pulled out of Italy, it reached England in January 1944 where it prepared to enter the Northwestern European
theater at Gold Beach from 7 June, equipped with the new Cromwell and the Sherman Firefly. The division
had difficulties in Normandy, particularly at Villers-Bocage, and suffered the ignominy of having its
GOC—George Erskine—and a number of officers sacked and moved to other positions. Erskine was
replaced by Gerald Lloyd Verney on 4 August 1944. He helped reinstill confidence and discipline to the
division which took part in the Allied liberation of France and Belgium, entering Ghent in September.
Verney was, in turn, replaced by Lewis Lyne in November 1944 and Lyne led the division on their final
advance through Holland and into Germany.

The Desert Rats ended the war with the liberation of Hamburg on 3 May 1945 after one of the most
remarkable military journeys in history and was chosen to take part in the Allied victory parade held in
Berlin on 21 July 1945. Winston Churchill recognized the achievements of the division when he spoke at the
opening of a soldiers’ club in Berlin: ‘Dear Desert Rats! May your glory ever shine! May your laurels never
fade! May the memory of this glorious pilgrimage of war which you have made from Alamein, via the Baltic
to Berlin never die!’

Desert Rats at War is an evocation of what it was like to serve with the division, in the African desert and
Europe, from the first encounters by the Mobile Force in 1940 to Berlin in 1945. Full of eyewitness accounts
and private photos, Desert Rats at War has been completely revised and updated, with additional text, maps
and photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Smith:

The book Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open and read a reserve Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest
Europe. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this book?

Deborah Hayes:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Desert Rats at War: North
Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better
then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you may pick Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe
become your starter.

Michael Garcia:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for your
requirements is Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

James Martin:

You can obtain this Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It



is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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