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More than a century of interaction with colonial and global agencies and forces have brought many changes
to the lives of the Maisin people who live on the northeastern coast of Papua New Guinea. Yet ancestral
traditions continue to strongly inform their way of life. Their beautifully designed tapa cloth, made from the
pounded inner bark of the paper mulberry tree, most vividly connects the past with the present.

Using the various stages of tapa cloth production to frame a broader discussion of changes and continuities in
Maisin culture (economic pursuit, social arrangements, gender relations, religion, politics, and the
environment) Barker offers a nuanced understanding of how the Maisin came to reject commercial logging
on their traditional lands. Viewed in isolation, the decision appears to be a confirmation of tradition over
"modernity." Yet the book shows that it is the most recent, and perhaps dramatic, instance in a long chain of
improvisations and compromises that have allowed the Maisin to remain true to core ancestral values while
participating in wider social, political, and economic systems. Ancestral Lines provides an important
counterpoint to the stereotype of indigenous peoples as passive victims of impersonal global forces.

While accessible to most readers, including those with little or no knowledge of Melanesia or anthropology,
Ancestral Lines has been designed with introductory anthropology courses in mind. Each chapter opens with
a description of succeeding stages in the creation and use of a piece of tapa cloth. These, in turn, lead into
discussions of dimensions of Maisin life that correspond to the sections and order of most standard
introductory textbooks.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Jordan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and
the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom). Try to make book
Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP
Ethnographies for the Classroom) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Irene Delong:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and the
Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom) can be very good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jacki Warner:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Ancestral Lines: The
Maisin of Papua New Guinea and the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the
Classroom) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Larry Luis:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua
New Guinea and the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom) to
make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and examining
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication



Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP
Ethnographies for the Classroom) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of the time.
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