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Who of us cannot remember the pain and humiliation of being rejected by our classmates? However thick-
skinned or immune to such assaults we may become as adults, the memory of those early exclusions is as
palpable to each of us today as it is common to human experience. We remember the uncertainty of
separating from our home and entering school as strangers and, more than the relief of making friends, we
recall the cruel moments of our own isolation as well as those children we knew were destined to remain
strangers.
In this book Vivian Paley employs a unique strategy to probe the moral dimensions of the classroom. She
departs from her previous work by extending her analysis to children through the fifth grade, all the while
weaving remarkable fairy tale into her narrative description. Paley introduces a new rule?“You can’t say you
can’t play”?to her kindergarten classroom and solicits the opinions of older children regarding the fairness of
such a rule. We hear from those who are rejected as well as those who do the rejecting. One child, objecting
to the rule, says, “It will be fairer, but how are we going to have any fun?” Another child defends the
principle of classroom bosses as a more benign way of excluding the unwanted.
In a brilliant twist, Paley mixes fantasy and reality, and introduces a new voice into the debate: Magpie, a
magical bird, who brings lonely people to a place where a full share of the sun is rightfully theirs. Myth and
morality begin to proclaim the same message and the schoolhouse will be the crucible in which the new
order is tried. A struggle ensues and even the Magpie stories cannot avoid the scrutiny of this merciless pack
of social philosophers who will not be easily caught in a morality tale.
You Can’t Say You Can’t Play speaks to some of our most deeply held beliefs. Is exclusivity part of human
nature? Can we legislate fairness and still nurture creativity and individuality? Can children be freed from
the habit of rejection? These are some of the questions. The answers are to be found in the words of Paley’s
schoolchildren and in the wisdom of their teacher who respectfully listens to them.
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From reader reviews:

Darius Cramer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled You Can't Say You
Can't Play? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Anna Chew:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This You Can't Say You Can't Play book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of You Can't Say You
Can't Play content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking You Can't Say
You Can't Play is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

David Carter:

Typically the book You Can't Say You Can't Play will bring someone to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book You Can't Say You Can't Play is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Larry Hayes:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
You Can't Say You Can't Play.
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