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An analytical look at the ways we define and respond to famine.

We see famine and look for the likely causes: poor food distribution, unstable regimes, caprices of weather.
A technical problem, we tell ourselves, one that modern social and natural science will someday resolve. To
the contrary, Jenny Edkins responds in this book: Famine in the contemporary world is not the antithesis of
modernity but its symptom. A critical investigation of hunger, famine, and aid practices in international
politics, Whose Hunger? shows how the forms and ideas of modernity frame our understanding of famine-
and, consequently, shape our responses.

Edkins examines Malthus and the origins of famine theory in notions of scarcity. Drawing on the work of
Lacan, de Waal, Foucault, Zizek, and particularly Derrida, she considers Amartya Sen's entitlement
approach, the Band Aid/Live Aid events, and food for work projects in Eritrea as examples of the
technologization and repoliticization of famine. From the politics of famine to the practices of aid, from the
theories of modernity to the complex emergencies of modern life, from the broad view to the telling detail,
this searching book takes us closer than ever to a clear understanding of some of the worst ravages of our
time.

Jenny Edkins is lecturer in the Department of International Politics at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth.

Borderlines Series, volume 17

Translation Inquiries: University of Minnesota Press
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From reader reviews:

Avis Zeiger:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Whose Hunger?: Concepts of
Famine, Practices of Aid (Barrows Lectures) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

David Wood:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Whose Hunger?:
Concepts of Famine, Practices of Aid (Barrows Lectures).

Clara Demoss:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is definitely Whose Hunger?: Concepts of Famine, Practices of Aid (Barrows
Lectures). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Roy Taylor:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Whose Hunger?: Concepts of Famine, Practices of Aid (Barrows
Lectures) can make you feel more interested to read.
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