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At the height of the Cold War, the U.S. government enlisted the aid of a select group of psychologists,
sociologists, and political scientists to blueprint enemy behavior. Not only did these academics bring
sophisticated concepts to what became a project of demonizing communist societies, but they influenced
decision-making in the map rooms, prison camps, and battlefields of the Korean War and in Vietnam. With
verve and insight, Ron Robin tells the intriguing story of the rise of behavioral scientists in government and
how their potentially dangerous, "American" assumptions about human behavior would shape U.S. views of
domestic disturbances and insurgencies in Third World countries for decades to come.

Based at government-funded think tanks, the experts devised provocative solutions for key Cold War
dilemmas, including psychological warfare projects, negotiation strategies during the Korean armistice, and
morale studies in the Vietnam era. Robin examines factors that shaped the scientists' thinking and explores
their psycho-cultural and rational choice explanations for enemy behavior. He reveals how the academics'
intolerance for complexity ultimately reduced the nation's adversaries to borderline psychotics, ignored
revolutionary social shifts in post-World War II Asia, and promoted the notion of a maniacal threat facing
the United States.

Putting the issue of scientific validity aside, Robin presents the first extensive analysis of the intellectual
underpinnings of Cold War behavioral sciences in a book that will be indispensable reading for anyone
interested in the era and its legacy.
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From reader reviews:

David Veal:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Making of the Cold War Enemy:
Culture and Politics in the Military-Intellectual Complex.

John Davis:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The
Making of the Cold War Enemy: Culture and Politics in the Military-Intellectual Complex? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Tonette Land:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Making of the Cold War Enemy: Culture
and Politics in the Military-Intellectual Complex to read.

Nancy Maxfield:

The ability that you get from The Making of the Cold War Enemy: Culture and Politics in the Military-
Intellectual Complex is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Making of the Cold War
Enemy: Culture and Politics in the Military-Intellectual Complex giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of The Making of the Cold War Enemy: Culture and Politics in the Military-
Intellectual Complex instantly.
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