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When did Americans first believe they were at the center of a truly global culture? How did they envision
that culture and how much do recent attitudes toward globalization owe to their often utopian dreams? In
Utopia and Cosmopolis Thomas Peyser asks these and other questions, offers a reevaluation of American
literature and culture at the dawn of the twentieth century, and provides a new context for understanding
contemporary debates about America’s relation to the rest of the world.
Applying current theoretical work on globalization to the writing of authors as diverse as Edward Bellamy,
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, William Dean Howells, and Henry James, Peyser reveals the ways in which turn-
of-the-century American writers struggled to understand the future in a newly emerging global community.
Because the pressures of globalization at once fostered the formation of an American national culture and
made national culture less viable as a source of identity, authors grappled to find a form of fiction that could
accommodate the contradictions of their condition. Utopia and Cosmopolis unites utopian and realist
narratives in subtle, startling ways through an examination of these writers’ aspirations and anxieties.
Whether exploring the first vision of a world brought together by the power of consumer culture, or showing
how different cultures could be managed when reconceived as specimens in a museum, this book steadily
extends the horizons within which late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century American literature and
culture can be understood.
Ranging widely over history, politics, philosophy, and literature, Utopia and Cosmopolis is an important
contribution to debates about utopian thought, globalization, and American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Segal:

The book Utopia and Cosmopolis: Globalization in the Era of American Literary Realism (New
Americanists) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book Utopia and Cosmopolis: Globalization in the Era of American Literary
Realism (New Americanists)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Utopia and Cosmopolis: Globalization in the Era of American Literary Realism (New Americanists) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

David Munsch:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is Utopia and Cosmopolis: Globalization in the Era of American Literary Realism (New
Americanists).

Jeffrey Drake:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Utopia and Cosmopolis:
Globalization in the Era of American Literary Realism (New Americanists) is simple to bring you can read it
in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bryan Foxworth:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Utopia and Cosmopolis: Globalization in the Era of
American Literary Realism (New Americanists) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Utopia and Cosmopolis: Globalization in the Era of American
Literary Realism (New Americanists) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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