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The Clear Mirror (Masukagami) is an account of Japanese history from 1185 to 1333 by an anonymous
author, almost certainly a court noble writing around the third quarter of the fourteenth century. During this
time, the military government at Kamakura controlled the country, maintaining the emperor with his court at
Kyoto as symbolic head of state. Though the imperial court had little real power, it attempted to maintain as
much of its former dignity and prestige as it could.

The Clear Mirror is at least semi-fictionalized, promoting a picture of a court healthier and more powerful
than it really was. Moreover, the work sees the court as guardian of its own traditional arts and lifestyle, and
thus provides not only a history of imperial succession and other events but also copious examples of poetic
expressions and descriptions of courtly traditions and ceremonies. Because of its attempt to exemplify the
best in the courtly prose tradition (it is noted for its imitation of the style of the masterpiece The Tale of
Genji), the work has long been valued in Japan as much for its artistic literary contribution as for its
historical significance. The present translation makes available to English readers the last significant work
belonging to the genre of “historical tales” (rekishi monogatari), another example of which is A Tale of
Flowering Fortunes (translated by William and Helen Craig McCullough, Stanford, 1980).

The introduction provides a brief summary of the significant historical and political events of the period,
together with a discussion of the significance of The Clear Mirror within the “historical tales” tradition, and
comments on the literary strengths and weaknesses of the work. A glossary identifies people and places
mentioned in the text, and an appendix discusses details concerning the work’s authorship, possible dates of
initial publication, and other matters relating to the original manuscript.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Colburn:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Clear Mirror: A
Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period (1185-1333)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Guadalupe Ramsey:

This The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period (1185-1333) is
brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the
Kamakura Period (1185-1333) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life in addition to knowledge.

Karen Taylor:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the Kamakura
Period (1185-1333) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book which you wanted.

Walter Son:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the
Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period (1185-1333) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the Kamakura
Period (1185-1333) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like



reading that.
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