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Why did the language of contract become the dominant metaphor for the relationship between subject and
sovereign in mid-seventeenth-century England? In Wayward Contracts, Victoria Kahn takes issue with the
usual explanation for the emergence of contract theory in terms of the origins of liberalism, with its notions
of autonomy, liberty, and equality before the law.

Drawing on literature as well as political theory, state trials as well as religious debates, Kahn argues that the
sudden prominence of contract theory was part of the linguistic turn of early modern culture, when
government was imagined in terms of the poetic power to bring new artifacts into existence. But this new
power also brought in its wake a tremendous anxiety about the contingency of obligation and the instability
of the passions that induce individuals to consent to a sovereign power. In this wide-ranging analysis of the
cultural significance of contract theory, the lover and the slave, the tyrant and the regicide, the fool and the
liar emerge as some of the central, if wayward, protagonists of the new theory of political obligation. The
result is must reading for students and scholars of early modern literature and early modern political theory,
as well as historians of political thought and of liberalism.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Kelly:

The book Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the great thing like a book Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674?
Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of
Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674 has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Porter:

This book untitled Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674 to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it through online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

William Fuller:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book.
One of them is this Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674.

Jacki Peters:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political
Obligation in England, 1640-1674 is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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