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The conditions of our knowledge of the native religion of early Rome may perhaps be best illustrated
by aparalel from Roman archamlogy. The visitor to the Roman Forum at the present day, if he wishesto
reconstruct in imagination the Forum of the early Republic, must not merely ‘think away’ many strata of
later buildings, but, we are told, must picture to himself atotally different orientation of the whole: the upper
layer of remains, which he sees before him, isfor his purpose in most cases not merely useless, but positively
misleading. In the same way, if we wish to form a picture of the genuine Roman religion, we cannot find it
immediately in classical literature; we must banish from our minds all that is due to the contact with the East
and Egypt, and even with the other races of Italy, and we must imagine, so to speak, atotally different
mental orientation before the great influx of Greek literature and Greek thought, which gave an entirely new
turn to Roman ideas in general, and in particular revolutionised religion by the introduction of
anthropomorphic notions and sensuous representations. But in this difficult search we are not left without
indications to guide us. In the writings of the savants of the late Republic and of the Empire, and in the
Augustan poets, biassed though they are in their interpretations by Greek tendencies, there is embodied a
great wealth of ancient custom and ritual, which becomes significant when we have once got the clue to its
meaning. More direct evidence is afforded by alarge body of inscriptions and monuments, and above al by
the surviving Calendars of the Roman festival year, which give us the true outline of the ceremonial
observances of the early religion.

It is not within the scope of this sketch to enter, except by way of occasiona illustration, into the
process of interpretation by which the patient work of scholars has disentangled the form and spirit of the
native religion from the mass of foreign accretions. | intend rather to assume the process, and deal, asfar asit
ispossible in so controversial a subject, with results upon which authorities are generally agreed. Neither
will any attempt be made to follow the devel opment which the early religion underwent in later periods,
when foreign elements were added and foreign ideas altered and remoulded the old tradition. We must
confine ourselves to a single epach, in which the native Roman spirit worked out unaided the ideas inherited
from half-civilised ancestors, and formed that body of belief and ritual, which was always, at least officialy,
the kernel of Roman religion, and constituted what the Romans themselves—staunch believersin their own
traditional history—Iloved to describe as the ‘ Religion of Numa.” We must discover, as far as we can, how far
its inherited notions ran parallel with those of other primitive religions, but more especially we must try to
note what is characteristically Roman alike in custom and ritual and in the motives and spirit which
prompted them...
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From reader reviews:
Judith Jordan:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if those
information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Religion of Ancient Rome as your daily resource
information.

Rosa Nguyen:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Religion of Ancient Rome provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Carmen Jensen:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Religion of Ancient Rome this e-book consist alot of the information
from the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That iswhy this book ideal all of you.

Rodney Wilson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Religion of Ancient Rome when you needed it?
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