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In this groundbreaking study, Julian Carter demonstrates that between 1880 and 1940, cultural discourses of
whiteness and heterosexuality fused to form a new concept of the “normal” American. Gilded Age elites
defined white civilization as the triumphant achievement of exceptional people hewing to a relational ethic of
strict self-discipline for the common good. During the early twentieth century, that racial and relational ideal
was reconceived in more inclusive terms as “normality,” something toward which everyone should strive.
The appearance of inclusiveness helped make “normality” appear consistent with the self-image of a racially
diverse republic; nonetheless, “normality” was gauged largely in terms of adherence to erotic and emotional
conventions that gained cultural significance through their association with arguments for the legitimacy of
white political and social dominance. At the same time, the affectionate, reproductive heterosexuality of
“normal” married couples became increasingly central to legitimate membership in the nation.

Carter builds her intricate argument from detailed readings of an array of popular texts, focusing on how sex
education for children and marital advice for adults provided significant venues for the dissemination of the
new ideal of normality. She concludes that because its overt concerns were love, marriage, and babies,
normality discourse facilitated white evasiveness about racial inequality. The ostensible focus of “normality”
on matters of sexuality provided a superficially race-neutral conceptual structure that whites could and did
use to evade engagement with the unequal relations of power that continue to shape American life today.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality
and Race in America, 1880-1940. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Patricia Rhee:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Heart of Whiteness:
Normal Sexuality and Race in America, 1880-1940 is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Arthur Bailey:

The book The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and Race in America, 1880-1940 will bring someone to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality
and Race in America, 1880-1940 is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Dale Eich:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Heart of
Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and Race in America, 1880-1940, you can enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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