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Audacious in its scope, subtle in its analysis, and persuasive in its arguments, The Great Melding is the
second book in Glenn Feldman’ s magisterial recounting of the South’ s transformation from a
Reconstruction-era citadel of Democratic Party inertia to a cauldron of GOP agitation. In this pioneering
study, Feldman shows how the transitional years after World War II, the Dixiecrat episode, and the early
1950s formed a pivotal sequence of events that altered America’ s political landscape in profound,
fundamental, and unexpected ways.

 

Feldman’ s landmark work The Irony of the Solid South dismantled the myth of the New Deal consensus,
proving it to be only a fleeting alliance of fissiparous factions; The Great Melding further examines how the
South broke away from that consensus. Exploring issues of race and white supremacy, Feldman documents
and explains the roles of economics, religion, and emotive appeals to patriotism in southern voting patterns.
His probing and original analysis includes a discussion of the limits of southern liberalism and a fresh
examination of the Dixiecrat Revolt of 1948.

 

Feldman convincingly argues that the Dixiecrats— often dismissed as a transitory footnote in American
politics— served as a template for the modern conservative movement. Now a predictable Republican
stronghold, Alabama at the time was viewed by national political strategists as a battleground and bellwether.
Masterfully synthesizing a vast range of sources, Feldman shows that Alabama was then one of the few
states where voters made unpredictable choices between the competing ideologies of the Democrats,
Republicans, and Dixiecrats.

 

Writing in his lively and provocative style, Feldman demonstrates that the events he recounts in Alabama
between 1942 and Dwight Eisenhower’ s 1952 election encapsulate a rare moment of fluidity in American
politics, one in which the New Deal consensus shattered and the Democratic and Republican parties fought
off a third-party revolt only to find themselves irrevocably altered by their success. The Great Melding will
fascinate historians, political scientists, political strategists, and readers of political nonfiction.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Scott:

The book The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New
Conservatism (Modern South) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Great Melding: War, the
Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South)? A number
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat
Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South) has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ruth Ford:

The e-book with title The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for
America's New Conservatism (Modern South) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Lee Long:

The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism
(Modern South) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat
Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South) however doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Valeria May:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for
America's New Conservatism (Modern South) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be



creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The Great Melding: War, the
Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South). You can
more attractive than now.
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