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With an eloquence and compassion reminiscent of James Baldwin's Letter to My Nephew, Ellis Cose
presents a frank and realistic examination of the daunting challenges facing black men in twenty-first-
century America and offers a way out of the cycle of defeatism and despair that wreaks havoc on America's
black communities.
Black men have never had more opportunity for success than they do today. Yet, as Ellis Cose bluntly puts
it, "We are watching the largest group of black males in history stumbling through life with a ball and chain
wrapped around their legs. If brought together in one incorporated region, the population of black males
behind bars would instantly become the twelfth largest urban area in America." Add to that the ravages of
AIDS, murder, poverty, and illiteracy, the raging anger between many black men and women, and the
widening gap separating the black elite from the so-called underclass, and you have a prescription for a
paralyzing pessimism.
But even as he acknowledges the systemic obstacles that confront black men of all social strata, Ellis Cose
refuses to accept them as reasons for giving up or giving in. In powerful and stirring prose, Cose rails against
the historical worldview that has categorized academic achievement as a source of shame instead of pride in
many black communities; he also outlines steps black males can take to enhance their odds for success.
With insightful anecdotes about a broad range of black men -- from Franklin Raines, the first black man to
run a Fortune 500 company, to unlettered ex-prisoners -- Cose documents the amazing journey the black race
has made, and contemplates the challenges ahead. Both a warning of the vast social tragedy that is wasted
black potential and a vital call to arms that can enable black men to reclaim their destiny, The Envy of the
World is an honest and important book for anyone concerned about the future of America.
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From reader reviews:

Ward Bishop:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book The Envy of the World: On Being a Black Man
in America seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Envy of the World: On Being a Black Man
in America is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all
the book The Envy of the World: On Being a Black Man in America. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Janice Delarosa:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Envy of the World: On Being a Black
Man in America book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gerald Chisholm:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Envy of the World: On Being a Black Man in America
can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

David Carter:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is The Envy of the World: On Being a Black Man in America this guide consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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